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her of the Government although opposed to its military
policy. On the other hand, it was obvious to me that, since
I completely disagreed with the course of action espoused
by the Emperor, he could not very well let me hold one of
the most important posts in the Government
On August 16 (29), 1903, I received a note from the
Emperor asking me to report to him the following morning
at Peterhof and take along Pleske, Director of the Imperial
Bank.   The request came to me as a complete surprise.  I
suspected that His Majesty intended to appoint Pleske to
some post, but I could not understand why the Emperor's
choice should have fallen on this man, with whom he was
not personally acquainted.    Pleske called on rne in the
morning and we went together to Peterhof.   I left him in
the reception room and entered the Emperor's study.   His
Majesty received rne graciously.   The audience lasted about
an hour.   I reported to him several plans and asked his
permission to make a trip in some of the provinces where
the vodka monopoly was just then being introduced.   His
Majesty approved of my desire to see personally that the
important reform was carried out.    Finally, when I rose
to take leave, the Emperor asked me whether I had brought
Pleske.   I replied in the affirmative.   'What do you think
of him?' the Czar continued,   I said that I had the highest
opinion of the man.    In fact, I thought very highly of
Pleske both as a man and a financial expert.   All through
my administration he was one of my nearest assistants.
"Sergey Yulyevich," the Emperor said after a pause, "I
should like to ask you to accept the post of President of the
Committee of Ministers; as your successor I wish to appoint
Pleske,95 I could not conceal my surprise at this sudden
decision. "Are you dissatisfied with this new appoint-
ment?11 His Majesty then said, seeing my astonishment:
"Don't forget, the post of President of the Committee of
Ministers is the highest office in the Empire." I assured